A chronic jugular catheterization for remote blood sampling in freely moving mink.
The cannulation method consists of implanting a silastic catheter in the jugular vein. Passing subcutaneously, the catheter emerges on the back between the scapulae. It is protected by a spiral spring and anchored on a support outside the wire pen. Two swivels, the first one at the point of subcutaneous entry of the catheter on the mink, the second one on the emerging catheter at the top of the cage, allow movements of the mink without twisting up the catheter. Using this chronic cannulation system, the effects of handling and anaesthesia on concentrations of plasma PRL and LH have been studied.